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F E HI GH 
AND MIGHTIE 
PRINCE 


CHARLES, 
By the Grace of G ov King of 


Great Brittaine, France , and Tre- 
lind, Defender of the, 
Faith, &c, 


Moſt gracious Soueraigne, 
23> T mipht inſtly bee ren 
241 1->S; wed a an intolerable 
42 a: 8 raſhneſſe in your P1wor- 
WII thy Sabielt, that hee be- 
Fog, ing fo lately pardoned 
| for bis great audaciouſneſſe , ſhould 
>. A} yet 


bs Augu ſk, 


yet 
had 


apaine preſume in the ſame kind , 
enot read charaRered in your 
very countenance , Quanto maior 
tanto melior, * Quanto mehor 
tanto mitior, that your Sonereigne_ 
Greatneſſe made way for your boun- 
teous Cooaneſſe, and boundles Gen- 
tlenes ; and beene confident that it 
would graciouſly conſider , that albeit 
it were an Vnwonted preſumption 

or ſo meane a SubieT to aduance in 
ſo ſhort a ſpace, to ſo high a«Ma- 
teflie, two ſenerall paper-preſents (as 
pnworthy to be read,as enery way vn- 
readie ) yet the rare preſence of ſo 
great an Highneſſe az the eldeſt eye 
hath not ſeene in theſe parts of your 
Dominons, (which arennt ſo. farre_ 
diftant from your Royall Manfrons, 
44 their people are neerely linked jo 

\ | te 


the ſernice of your 2M aieftie) toge- 
ther with that great and penerall 
emulation of your loyall Subietts, ftri- 
ning to doe your Mateſtie ſome accep- 
table ſernice in thﬀu vnuſuall Pro- 
greſſe, might be admitted to mediate... 
vnto your Royal fauour far a renew- 
ing of the former Pardon, and gining 
acceptance to the ſame perſon, who 
with as much lozall refpet as former. 
ly, and with the ſame proſtrate humi- 
litie denoteth thu hu ſecond ſeruice to 
your ſacred ſelfe, in your Princely re- 
turne from the period of your long 
progreſſe ; bumbly deſiring the Lord 
of Hoaſts to proſper your — 
Royzall Marriage , Leagues, Na- 


uies, Armies and Tourneyes, that 
they may tend to the G lorie of the Al. 


mightie, the terror of your E: —_— 
| the 


the aſſurance of your fafetie, the ſuc: 
cours of your deiefted Siſter, and the 
comfort of your denoted Subiets , 4- 
mongit-whom, enen in that long Roll 
extended in the Weſterne Chart, 
there ſhall ever be found while life. 
{hall remayne, | 


 YourMateſties moſt 
loyall and obedience 
Subiec, 


PRov, 21.1. 
T he Kings Heart is in the hand 
of the Lok b. 


E711 T is written in the 
S&| hcarrs of all men 
| by the hand of the 
I ALMIGHTIE, that 
Y || wherſocuer they are 
| Hee is preſent with 
them,and acquainted 
AM with all their wayes, 
Pſal.139.3. And yet 
7 | thoſe Books of Re- 
cord laid vp in the 
breſts of the Reprobate are ſo blotted and (por- 
ted with ſinne, that they can hardly rcade 
Gods preſence in them, and much leſle conſtrue 
it rf a Therefore hee is pleaſed to manifeſt 
himſclfe in the hearrs of his Ele, in a fairer 
Charater of a more gracious and propitious 
preſence , and that moſt ſpecially when ww 4 
s Ho 


arcaſſembled in his Name , and in hi 
= ” B Hee 


>, 
= " 
o V; 6 


The royall 
heart 1s Gods 
gat Cham- 

r of pre- 
ſence. 
P/al.82, 


(2) 

Hee then promiſing that although they bee bue 
two or three, yet he will pe them, yea a- 
mongſt chem, and amidſt them roo, not only in 
the Bodie of his Cemple, butin che very Tem- 
_- of their Bodies , in his Houſe, and in their 
carts. Prope Dems ef3 , cam js et, in yjs. Inter 
e05 OF intra eos: FVith them and within them. But 
to come necrer. Amongſt all the choſen hearts 
of Gods Seruants , God reſeructh his choiſeſt 
preſence for the hearts of his choſen and anoin- 
ted Seruants; And amongſt all godly Congre- 
gations, hec is pleaſed tojtake vp hisf iall /aw- 
ding in the Congregation of Gods, where Kings 
and Princes mect to doe him ſernice, and tocall 
vpon his Name, by whoſe Name they arecalled., 
Bethel rhe Kings Chappell is moſt tignificancly 
the Houſe of God, and queſtionleſſe, God will. 
be moſt peculiacly preſent withthe Kings heart; 
for behold in this Text he hath giuen his Ford, 
and his Hand for it, fon 


_ Hears of the King is in the band of the 
Lora. : 


In thehand of the Lord is the heart of euer 
living Creature, it being the principall part of 
that admired workmanſhip of his owne diuine 
hand ; bur ſpecially the heart of man che prin- 
cipall Creature, whole the ſpeciall Maſter-piece - 
of his workmanſhip, as bearing his owne Image, . 
and yer more-peculiarly the heart of the King - 
the principall man, who is more peculiarly his . 
Image, as being his owne Vicegerent.7 he Kings - 

=Y Hear 


, 


(3) 

Heart is in the hand of the LORD: | 

If we take the heartatthe Lords hand, as he 
vouchſaferh to take it at ours,vi7, forthe whole 
living creature, Behold his hand is oucr all his 
workes, ie filleth all things living with plentioul- 
nefle, it feedeth and ſaueth both Man and Beaſt; 
Inbi hands are all the corners of the EaxTam , as 
well as all the corners of the Hz a ar, as the 
Pſalmiſt teacheth, 1» bis hand, faith 0b, i 1he- 
ſonle of enery lining thing , and the breath of all 
Mankind. 
' But in this generall fubordination and ſub- 
iction what will bee the prerogatiue of man a- 
boue other Creatures, or of Kings abone other 
men? Certainly much. The inferiour creatures 
are in the hand of God, yet ſothat hee hath alſo 
put them into the hands of men, and they haue 6:x.r.:3, 
deminion oner them ; Inferiour men are in the 
hand of God, yet ſo that he hathalſodeliuercd + 
them into the hands of Kings , and they exerciſe 
«uthoritie vpn thew. But as for Kings ſhall 1 427 
fay that they only arc abſolutely in Gods hands; 
I may fa ebſolurely that they are in Gods 
hands only. God hath put the liues of others 
into their hands , theni hee hath referucd for 
his owne, The Kings Heart i inthe hand of the 
Lord. 
. This was not only Davids caſe who was a man 
aſter Gods owne heart , and had fo fwcete an 
cxperimentall knowledge of Gods gracious tui- 
tiba-: Nor S«lomons alone who had fo faithfull 

B 2 an 


XHartial. 


Eſay 14-10. 


Seneca, 


(4) 

an aſſurance of Gods fauqurable afiſtance;groun- 
ded on ſo full a promiſe, as that. God would be 
his Father , and he ſhould bee his Child, and ſe» 
conded with fo faire a pawne as the fulneſſe of 
wiſdome and an vnderſtanding heart: Thisisa 
caſe common to Kings, and muſt bee pleaded b 

a Proucrbe, The Kings Heart i in the band of the 
Lord : A Prouerbe that carrieth with it power 
and authoritie, pith and lignificancic,wherein yee 
hauc the baud of the Lord, and the very beart of 


the King, Manum dininam, Mentem regiam. 


nnn——_\ 4 Vir, 
Aator 4deit, hec eft Caeſars, illa Det. 


The Kings Heart is in the hand of the Lord. Sap | 
But, what hath Godan hand'? 1s God alſo be- 


come weake as.we, u hebecome like vuzo vs. It is v- 
ſuall with'ys, as toichriſten diuvers-men, ſo tocall 
diftcrent things by-one and the ſame name : Pe- 
dem & noſtrum dicimus & left or. veli of carmi- 
ns, faith that ſage Hcearhen-; Our weaknelſe is 
the ſtrongeſt reaſon for it. rhat hee-ſtanderhon, 
Luia non ſuf ficimas vi ſingula ſingults aſſignemus, 
So ftandeth the caſe with vs, men , itis nothing 
ſo with God. Hath he afoot ? iris to ſupportour. 
iofirmiries : it is to tread a path for our capacities. 
Hath, he an Hand in my Text? it-is ro dire&out 
decayed knowledge, it is to. lead our: blind va- 
derſtandings. If any therefore ſhall make. a que- 
tion how«che hand may bee falten;d.on har 
wi 


. 


(5) 

with whomethings corporaltcan hold no propot- 
tion; The Figure A':3zooudgpocrs muſt:ſhape him 
an anſwere, by which our great God mercifully 
deſcending and condeſcending vnto: our meane 
capacities, doth, becauſe we cannot vnderſtand 
him inchelanguage of Canaen,. ſpeake vnatovsin 
our owne Mother-tqpgue, and becauſe wee can- 
notreade the diuine CharaRers of his Eſſence, 
and Preſence, writeth in our owne hand ; The- 
Kings Heart # in the hand of the Lord. | 

By this hand then God leadeth: vs to the con- 
ſideration of that high eſteeme which hee vouch- 
ſafeth vs, as if it were not enough for vs-that he 
had made vslike himſclfe, Hee would, if it were 
polhible, make himſdfelike vs.But heere (ro ſpeake 
more pertinentlyy} God eſpecially bearcth vs in 
hand, 29am habitarms ſit circa publicas perſonas carthuſ; 
fon pronidentiam : What an high regard 

willhaue of Rayall. ſublimitie. As-if ic were 
not cnough for Kings thar:the. Hoaſt of the Lord 
weretheir Guard, the Lord of Hoaſts will bee 
their Guardian: his hand ſhall mayataine their 
right and manage theiraffajres.  7;he Kings Heart 
& ip the hand of the Lord. + | 
. I will notdiuide or divorcethe Lords bend from 
the Kings heart : What God hath coupled 1 will not 
put afunder. Let hand and- heart goe together, 
In theioyature it (hall bee ſufficient for mecto 
handle: - - -- 
- Firſt, Gods royal Prerogatine ouer the Heart. 
-  Secqndly, Gods Prerogative ouer the Heart royal. 

IS 


(6) 
The firſt of theſe will cuidence that God car- 
rieth an hand-ouer the hearrs of all men in ge- 


nerall. 
The ſecond, that he hathan eſpeciall hand 0- 
uerthe heares of Kings. 
And theſe arc the generall obſeruations. 
Gods pongetn ouer.che heare confiſteth 
rincipally in the diſquiſition, and in the conuer. 
n , in ſearching and in turningie: the 
former exerciſed as well in the Reprobate as the 
Elc&,the otherin the Ele only : Both moſt emi- 
-nently in Kings and men of the higheſt ranke. 
Thar iris Gods prerogatiue to ſcarch the heart 
_ will ſoone appeare, vpon a ſcarch of the Scrip. 
'Pſal-4431 tures : Shall wot God ſearch this ont, for be know- 
th the ſeerers of the heart, ſaith Devid.The heart 
Ts the fountaine of life; with God « the fountaine_s 
of life, tovſc in this ſenfe the ſaying of rhe ſame 
Kingly Propher, P/a/.36.g. Thu Wells decpe and 
wehave thing whirewith to draw.Onr owne hearts 
are deceitfalf; we can bardly eucr find the depth 
of our owne, much leffe found the Botzxome of 
anorhers heart. Yea, butex abandamiio cords 05 lo» 
abt a quitar , the words whicha man ktrerh fall, rhe 
«by ch: pully threed of his ſpeech like thatof riadve's Chic, 
Jen ws. -_ may ſomewhat dirctt vsin tracingthe Maze,and 
EE] O_o and windings of the heart, 
| When Theare amouth breathing out ſeurrilitit 
and blaſphemics, a mouth vnder whoſe roofe 
God and good men neuer come, but they receiuc 
a wound; wharſhall I ſay, butthatit is a 
an 


(7) 


and reporter to a wicked heart. Thus might wee 
iudge of the temper of the heartin generall , but 
——h_ the cxa& ſcarch to the hand of the 
Lord. We may yet be much miſtaken and decci» 
ued in ſome externall Indices of che hearr. 

Many Hypocrites there arc who for feare of 
cenſure, or deſire of eftecme, keepe their rongues 
cleanly, and yet there is many a foule corner in 
their hearts : like choſe Cicizens who 
and keepe their doores veric neate for fearc of 2 
checke from the Magiſtrate, and yer haue many 
a ſlutriſh corner in their houſes. Vhen all is 
done, The Lord# the true bebol der of the heart. of Homs tor ex 
himit i cleerly ſeeme: He ſeeth wot as man ſeerh z #75 Dew 
for man looketh on th: outward appearance, but the bor goa 
Lord looketh on 9-7 oye wo ith our Als 6. 
thourbts afarre off. Hee ſeeth in ſecret, faith our ©991-20, 
Sautour be eMat.6. Therefore Peter recordeth in 53,099.17 
the 47s; that itis God who knoweth rhe brarts: 4s 154+ 
And God appropriaterh that prerogatiue to him- 
ſeife, 1 the Lord ſearchthe heart. All things, and 
thoughts are naked and open in his eyes: The 
Fip-tree leanes could not keepe Adems nakednefle 
oat of his ſight, The Fig-tree could nothide Ne 
rhanielfrom his privie ſearch.. Neither Men nor 
Angels but by eſpeciall reuelacion from him can 
haueany hard in che ſearch of the heart;for bee 2-£5rm5 30, 
only knoweth the bearts of the children of men.The 
Heart i inthe hand of the Lord, [tarne my ſpeech 
rothe conuerfion of the heart , whichis another 


pretogatiue xn 6s. eee; 


'Plut. in vita 
Fab. Maxim. 


Pſal.119,176, 


The heart it is, that is Primam vivens, the 
firſt parr:that is viuificd 'and quickned ,”both in 


/ Nature and Grace. ' As when Subic&s arc vp 


in Rebellion , the Prince intending to ſubdue 


/ them, ſeizeth firſt on their ſtrongeſt hold : ſo God 
| In reducing our rebell wills to his obcdicnce, 


firſt layech hold onthe heart. Silly man is ne 
otherwiſe the cauſe of his owne converſion; 
then Marc. Linius was of the taking of Taren= 
tum; who (as Plutarch relateth) enuying Fabix 
for his recouecring and reducing of it to the Ro- 
man obcdicnce, in open Senate ſaid, That it was 
himſelfe and not Fabiw that was the cauſe of re» 
gaining the Citic : True anſwered Fabine , For 
hadſt notthou loſt it, I had neuer wonne it: Now 
potniſti,o homo,in tegniſi perdere te, ſaith Auguſtine; 
We hane gone aſtrey like loft Sheepe (ſaith David) 
It is the Lord.that muſt ſeeke bus Seraens, Itis 
our ſpirit that animatcs vs in nature, but Gods 
Spirit quickneth vs in Grace, and createth 4 
be wn heart in v5, In Naturc, the agilitic of our 
hands isto be attributed to our hearts. In Grace, 
theabilitic of our hearts tothe hand of the Lord: 
His hand kkadeth vsto ſauinghealth.Our hearts 
by ſfinne were not only wounded, butaltogether 
dead, ſtonc-dead, lumpes of dead flcth : Chriſt 
IJeſusthat good Sewmaritan, came by, | and pow- 
red in Oyle and Wine) -the,Oyle of bis. mercic, 
and the red Winethat camefrom no other Vine, 
beſides his owne veines. Twas only the bloud - 
of that Scape-goate who tooke our nature oo 
xt - him 


(9) 


hirh that could mollifie our Adamantiine hearts, 
Wedid'no way..preuent his abſolute worke of 
conuecrſion by our owne wils preparation,or na- 
turall inclination. But'as Augsftine laid of the 
Soule, That. it was created together with _- 
fing of tt , and infuſed into vs togeiber with! 
creating of it :. ſo maſt we of our will, that God 
in conuerting our hearts , maketh them towill their 
conuerſion ,, and in making our hearts 20 will their 
connerſion,darb convert them. And thus much of 
the Heart- with reference to men in generall. . 
Now. as all Clay is in the hand- of the Pot- 
ter, and yethe is moſt carefull of that Clay. which 
he reſcructh for veſſels which ſhall ferue for the 
beſt vics , aud which hee will ſer at the higheſt 
rate : ſo God foſhioneth all þrarts alike (as the Pſal- 
= notcth)&yet hejs moſt intentiue tothe hearts 
of Kings. Andgoqd reaſon, The ſpirits & hearts 
of priuate men, moyetheir private bodies z The 
fpirics & hearts of Princely and Publick perſons, 
mone multitudes, enen the whole bodie Politicke., 
Therefore Godiinſpireth the hearts of ſupreame 
Gouernours with heroicall gifts, and ſuperemi- 
nent graces, filleth them withfortirude and mag- 
nanimitie z and frameth and firteth them for the 
managing of the weightieſt affaires. The hearts 
of priuate men are in-the hands of the Lord, as 
the Welsaf water , their motions. are conhned 
within their owne compaſle ; The heart of the 
King like the rigers of water (as yee may ſee inthe 
words following the Text) from him there is to 
C 


(10) 


FeFs, © ; | OISNINTENT 

As when the River Nil#in his inundation ris 
ſerh ſome Cubirs higher then his vſuall limits, 
it is ſaid to bee. a certaine- preſage-.of a future 
Dcarth and Famine in «&2yp2 -- fo wher:che 
Kings heart ſwellerh- aboue- che Lords hand, 
it will fill heauic on the whole Land. 

And' now from tchatwhich hath beene taught 
touching cic'Lords hand;borh Kings and Sub-+ 
its may learne' 'ro humble-chemſclues vnder 
Gods mightic hand,and to-preſent them hearts 
vnto him with an Erce Ancillam, Bebold thine. 
Hand: made. | 1 of Bo M77 ; 

Thoſe Kings may take\torreftion at' Gods 
hand, who, as though God-had no. intereſt in 
their principall part,' pay/the'vic of ic totheir 
owne pleaſures z who hue rather like ſuch; as 
thinke Gods heart to'b-e&'in their hand , then 
thoſe who conſider that theirs-is-in his ; who 
dire& nor-any Prayers vnto him, pray not vnto. 
him for any dire&ions, but-making Idols of 
themſclues, cry® Fiat volentas nbtre ,- let (our 
wils be done.” It is trac indeed; thir-the Pris 
uiledges of Kings areexceedinggreat. They are - 
ina greatmeaſure like vnto' God himſelfe. For 
ſuch miicſtichegiuerh them, that al people, na- 
tions, and languages tremble and frare beforethim; 
whom they will they ſlay, whom they will they keep 

| | ine, 
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aline, whom they will they ſet v9, and whom they 

will.thty put downe , Dan.5.19. Their hearts: are 
vnſearchable, Pros.25.3. Their power is in fome 
fortlikevntohis : Againſt him there & no riſing vp. 7194-39310 
And (like him) they-are not bound to giue men 

an account of their ations ; For as vonecan ftay 

the Lords hand, and ſay wnto him what doeſt thou, 

_ So, who {hall ſay to the King what doſt 

thou. 

Yet for all this, the fame mouth that pro- 
nounceth then Gog?, relleth them that they ſhall 
dye like men : They may be as Gods to their ſub- 
xs, yet muſt they bee fubict to God. As his 
hand hath aduanced them , ſo muſt they cxalr 
him. This ſhall they doc when Maxim: and 
Optimxs goe hand in hand, 


Suman BY 3} [FS & ſumma poreſtcs 
Cunt COCAN twenmmatins 


When intheir Kingdomes they thinke of Gods 
Kingdome. Although Capst Impery ſecme tobe 
the more glorious Title, yet Membrum Eccleſia 
is the more gracious Name.Gratins nomen —_ 
is vam poieitats, ſayrh Teriullian.And ro peake Apologet-cap.34 

y » Goodneſle is the onely true Greatneſle : 
They arc great who are great in Gods fauour. 
' So Moſes and lofeph were great : 1ſidores Ety- 
mologic may ſerue to this purpole, Reges arec7? 

azendo, faith hee, as if Regere were nought _ 
| C 2 ur 


(12) 
but reF2agere, with himagreeth Hugs Cardines. 
ls in. bis. Comment, (if wee apply thoſe words, 
to Kings in, parcicular; which he vſcrh in the ge- 
nerall) Cor Regale eſt, quodexcnſiit a ſe ingum ſer= 
uitutis male, nec alicui ſernit , nift Deo , cut ſeruire 
regnare eft. Hee that ruleth ower men muſt bee. iuſt, 
ruling in the. feare of: Gad y 2.54m.23 3. Rex eris 
dum bene regs , quod niſi feceris, nomen Regis inte 
non conſtabit: (0 wrote Eleutherins to King Lucius, 
Againc, the Lords hand in this, Text may ferue 
to checke thoſe, Court-palmiſters,, who thinks 
that they hauc found the line of their prefer- 
ment. in their owne hands , ſaying in their 
hearts., | Oar hand «_ hich, and. the LO RD 
hath not done all this , Deuteronomy 32.27.89 the2 
firength of our band we haue done it, and by our wiſ: 
dome, for wee are prudent, Eſfay 10.13. O they- 
{hould thinke of an higher. hand , and conlider 
that as they rule by Kings, ſo Kings raigne by 
God, Prox.8. Therefore when they arc cxalted, 
they ſhould extoll Gods hand;, and. liftvp their 
owne,onely_ in prayſc to him: They ſhould re- 
mcmber that_ promotion commeth.vato them ar 
the ſ:cond, hand, For Promotion commeth neither 
from the Eaft nor from the Weſt., nor from the - 
South ; But God & the, ludge, hee putteth downe_- 
92, an4 ſetteth vp another, Pſal.75.Therefore that 
ſhould be Far pGnaplolgemenrs and reſoluti- 
' on, which was Kings Dauids, 1.Chron, 29.12. 
Both riches and honour ((aith hc) come of thee, - 
A008. 


(8) 
thou raigneſt our all, endin thine hand is power and 
might, and inthine han4it 10 make great, &c.Now 
therefore our God wee thanke thee, and praiſe thy glo- 
YiOMS MARE. 
Laſtly, letthe. ſame hand ferue to bear downe 
thoſe preſumprious miſcreants , who durlt tolay 
violent hands on the Lords anointed ſeruants. It. 
is fabled of the Bird Amphibia, that when the | 
King of Fowles demanded tribute of her , ſhee | 
tooke wing, and betooke her (elfe to the. Sea, and. 
liacd among the fi hes, &c. Birds of this feather 
arc our Engliſh Fugitiues, the Popes Birds, who. 
haue forſaken our Land, and betaken them(clues 
to the See of Rowe , breaking aſunder the bonds 
of their Allegiance and Religion. Their adulre- 
rous Morther-Church ſaith vnto them concer- 
ning Chriſts pretended Vicar,that which Chriſts . 
Virgin-Mother ſaid concerning Chriſt tothe ſer. 
uants at the marriage in Cana, Whatſdener he faith 
wnto you,dotit : And hee being (like the off ſpring 
of Herodias)before inſtrued bythe curſed doArine 314t14t. 
of that bloudie-Mother, breactheth out nothin 
bur-Marthers, biddeth ehemayme acnctbiogs 
much, :s at the heads of the Lords Anointed, Sowa: the 
But weeare to-learne hencealeſſon of Prayer 4/7imnKing, 
and Supplication for Kings, gnd thoſe which are A155 ru. 
inauthoritic; And of Patience and ſufferance vn» dis Scy:tian of : 


_ 6 : ” > JATET TIMCs. 
derthe yoke of ryrannie : If our Kings yea nalge avs es 
they are the ſcourge of God , as was Antioch. icigne. 
They arcin the Lords hand to punith vs,and wee Laflans.Div, » 
mult leauc and referre their puniſhment to the 273"# 54% 


C3 ſame . 
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famc hand : Andcertainely , &# hand ſhall finde 


ont alt bis enemies, Pſal.21.8, When God openeth 
his hand , and laycth irgraciouſly on thoſe who 
areour heads, then hee talleth to bleſſing of vs: 
when he ſhurtcth ir, and laycthiir gricuouſly a- 
bout our Heads, then hee fallerh to bufkerting of 
vs. Wherefore bee our Kings good ? rhey are 
the Minifters of God for our good: Bee they cuill? 
Indignationts aduerſus nos dinine quaſi minifiri 


Lafent. diuin, ſunt, faith Lafentirs. Good Kings arelike fireto 


In{it.lib,s cap. 
uit. 


Dan.$;20 31, 
DM:5,Q23, 


Da::49.24 5 


comfort and enlighten : Bad Kings areas fire ro 
conſume and deuoure : It is not'good medling 
with', or layinghands oncither. What if Nabs- 


chadnezzars heart bee lifted vp, muſt a ſentence of 


Deprivation bee [given to deſpoile him of his 
throne ? No, Gods hand with the curne of an 
hand, muſt turne him a grazing, and make his 
Heart like the Beats, 

Let Belſhazzar lift wp himelfe azdinſt the Lord 
of Heanen; muſt a cenſure of Excommunication 
bee hung vp at his gate? No, the finger of the 
Lords hand muſt write againſt the wall of bus Palace, 
that hand muſt number hs time and finiſh it , weigh 
him in the ballance and finde him wanting, diuide his 
Kingdome and ginett to the Medes and Perſians. If 
the foule mouth of Herod breathe out from acor- 
ruptand crnell heart, threatnings againſt Gods 
Church : muſt a Chaſtell therefore ſtrike ar his 
throat, ora Ravifiacke ſtab athis heart? No, the 
Lord muſt lay his hand vpon him :#4#z Angel 
mujt ſmite him, 


Regnum 


(t5) 


* Regum timendorum inpropries greges, * Horat, 


Reges in ipſas —_—_— Dei. 

T be Kings beart # inthe hand of the Lord , at the 
Rigers of water, Wee muſt confider that God 
withholdeth the waters and they drye wp, alſo he ſer 
deth them out an1 they ouertarne the Barth, lob 12. 
x5.Sccallo , Eſa. 8:7. Hee can cut off the: ſpirit of 
Princes, Pſal. 76.12. Hee' can change the hearts 
of Kings who. are. fer to doe cuill ; Heecan cx- 
change- Kings whom. hee hath ſer as the hearts 
in the: mid(t of the Bodics policicke ':-Hee can 
alcer and ſubuerr- the: eſtates : of ' Kingdoms 
though they bee ſer, and as it were fetled: iv the 
very heart of the Earch, like that of che Tewos; 
Ezth.s.5. Hee taketh away Kings ; Heeruleth oucr 
the Kingdomes of men, and giueth them 19mbomſo* 
euer hee will.' Magns Magnus diſponit Dew : $0 
that wee muſt lJeaue thoſe things with all our 
hearts, to che diſpoſall of Gods Almighric hand. 
When the righteous are in authoritie the people retayee 
ſaith: Salomon, Pron.29 2. When the wicked beare 
rule, whatrthen , muſt the people rebell ? No (as 
itthere followeth) 1hen the people mourne : They - 
change their note and rune ittolachryme : &:- 


vers of waters runne downe their eyes, becauſe of thoſe */41:5.136- 


Princes who kreepe not Gods Law. 

Bee our Kinzs then good oreuill,,God hath ſer 
themas1hr tree of good and emll inthe midit of the. 
Garden; It1s not for man to rouchrhem leaſt hee 


dye: Nemo potentes aggredi tutus poteff. Engliſh $:acca- 


itin the words of holy Scripture, Who can lay 
han: . 


— 


Plut.in wit. 
[Tulii Ceſarts. 
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hands wpon the Lords anointed and bet guilileſſe, 
1.S4m. 26. A thought againſt the ſacred headof 
Soucraigntic., is an attempr-againſt thine owne : 
Scelus in autorem redit : like anarrow {hot againſt 
heauen,it commeth downe with a vengeance vp- 
on the. Shooters: owne head. Itis like chatenue- 
nomed cup of-rhe Monke of Swinfteed, which (as 
ſome write) deſtroyed himſelfe together with his 
Soueraigne : Or like that ſword wherewith Caſ#- 
# {trooke Ceſar, which (as P/utarchſtoricth) did 
after ward:{lay Caſs himfelfe. See Pſal: 37. 15: 
The thoughts:and the dreames of ſome haue 
beene treaſonable : But who would haue thought 
that their owne confeſhon ſhould make them 

lead guiltie'? who would hauedream't that their 

ncic ſhould bce puniſhr as a fat? $i nemo facrit 
«renſatorgipſi narrabunt. The Lord hath bound 
every heart and hand with ſuchatyc of inuiola- 
ble obedience to their Kings;that who ſopronoketh 
hem t0. Anger ,us ſaid toſfinne againſt his owne ſoule, 
Prou.20.2.The Lord isſo tender ouer them, thar 
hee will not haue them touched; T oach not mine. 
Anointed, Pſal. 105.15. 

Hee-telleth vs, that 7f 7he King ber curſed in our 
thought, or imour Bed chamber, aBirdof the Ayre 
ſhall carrie the voice, that whicbbath wings ſhall tell 
the matter, Eccleſ. 10.29. 

When byGowries Plot,our late Lord the King 
was brought cucntotheChambers of dearb, who 


- would haue imagined rhatthe rongue, ſcarce at 


libertic, ſhould hauec diſcoucred thatthe head was 


 indanger. In 
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In the Powder-plot, when all things werecar. 
ried in ſecrecie : when thoſe bloud-ſuckers ſea» 
led their ccucll reſolutions with receir of the $a» 
crament, therein mingling bloud withrheir ſacri- 
fices; who would haue thought that r64r which 
had wings ſhould haze told the matter; chat a Quit, 
that a Letrer , like chat 4»/er Capitolinnes, ſhould 
haue bewrayed the capitall danger likely to fall 
vpon the whole Lind? It wasthe hand of the 
Lord,chat enlarged the heart of the King,to con- 
ceiuethe intricate meaning of an obſcure Riddle. 
It was his hand that diſcouered deepe things out of 
darkeneſſe;and broug ht to light the ſhaddew of Death - 
196 12.22. Sothe Cateſbeian Conſpiracie was diſ- 
cloſed much like the. Carilinarian , of whoſe dif 
coueric Pluterch reporteth thus, A? night after Plnt.in vie. 
ſupper , and not long before the Haſſacre ſhould ©#09%%- 
hane. beene commit ted, Craſſus his ſeruant brought 
bim a packet of letters, delivered him by a firanzer 
unknowne, amoneft which one haning ns name ſab= 
ſeribed, was diretted to Craſlis, the effett of which 
was that there ſhould bee agreat ſlaughter committed 
i» Rome by Catiline, and therefore prayed him to 
forbrare the Citie : Craſſus 4herefore went to Cice- 
ro, pertly for feare of the danger, and partly to clears 
himelfe from the ſuſpition of any league betweene_s 
him and the Conſpirators, Cicero convemed the Se- 
ware, and cauſed the ſaidittters to bee read publickly 
and ſo rboſe letters bewrayed the Conſpiracte; 

Let vs now change bat a few names with hea. 


theniſh Rome, and wee ſhall find but ſmall diffe. 
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rence in the reucaling of theſe two Romith and 
helliſh Conſpiracies: namely , if we put Cateſby 
for Catiline, Monteagle for Creſſus,our Cecil forher 
Cicers,& our late Soucraigne for her wholeSenar. 
Thus the' Lords mightic hand hath done for vs 
great things, and holy « bis name. 1t hathſcattered 
the proudin the imagination of their owne hearts and 

holpen oar 1ſrael in remembrance of his mercie. 
o contra&t and conclude all, and therewith- 
all, in a neerer application of this Text, to ap- 
peut-33-3- ply our ſclues vnto thankes. Ze ws publiſh rhe 
neme and the hand of our Lord: CAſcribe ye great- 
Deut.32.9* meſſe Unto our God : The Lords portion i his people, 
and Iacobs off-ſpring the Lot of his Inheritance. 
As for his People; with his owne right handhath 
hee gotten the vitterie ouer the ſtrong holdes of 
their crooked and ſtubborne hearts. It was his 
onely hand that pierced thar filme which in- 
uolueth their hearts, making it to ſend forth that 
cordiall water of compunttion , the ſhedding 
whereof mortificth Nature, and irrigateth the 

grace of their Conuerſion. 

Det.33.10-12, And as for 1acobs off-ſpring , the Lords hand 
brought him backe not long lince, from « deſert 
Land : He led him about he inflrutted him, hee kept 
hins as the apple of his eye. T heLord alone did lead him 
and there was no ſtrange God with him; (thatI may 
ſo apply thoſe paſlages in Moſes his Song, Devt. 
32.) The Lords hand fortified his Royall heart a» 
gainſt all danger both of ſoule and bodic , ſo 
that the Idolatrous Nation could neither de- 
taync his perſon , nor obtayne their Pu 
Their 
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Their looſe Religion did knit him faſter to his 
Lord and Sauiour : and their ſuperſtitious ſhewes 
and ſeruices did the more confirme his ſacred 
reſolution of perſiſting with ſinceritic of heart in 
the Orthodoxeand Apoltolicall Faith. Yea, the 
ſame hond did in ſome ſort reuerſe the purpoſes 
of our Soucraigne himſelfe, to reſerue him for 
the accompliſhment of Gods owne diuine pur- 
poſes. Hee who is the Reſe of Sharon and the Lil- 
ly of the Palleyes brought backe our Soueraigne 
Roſe from that barren ſoyle, in whoſe Plot hee 
could neuer haue proſpered, the ground thereof 
being ſo deceitfull ; And now hee hath bedded 
it with the Royall Zify in his owne fruitfull Land. 
O let the Almightie Hand knit vp their hearts 
both together as one Pocſic in the bundle of 
life , making him alway a fragrant Roſe of a 
ſweet ſmelling ſauour before God; And her the 
tarnd Lilly vnto the Lord ; bearing wp both of 
them, that they may not daſh the faot of their affe- 
ions againſt the ſtone, and ſtumbling blocke of 
Idolatry, but rather, may daſh that in pieces a- 
gainſt the Rocke Chriſt Icſus. | 
Inthe next place conſider wee how graciouſly 
the Royall Proteor of the Soucraigne heart, 
hath enclined the royall heart of our gracious 
Soueraigne, to be the Proteor and Auenger of 
his diſtreſſed Siſter and Nephewes in the Ne- 
therlands, whoſe Land Strangers haue devoured, 
and in whoſe low eſtate the heart of Religion 
. hath long layen vpon bleeding. Finally , let Ze- 
Mi D 2 
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nies Tribe gratefully conſider , and remember 
how the Lord _—_ ( the other day ) the 
heart of our graciouſly enclined Soucraigne for 
"the enlarging of Leuies portion, many of whoſe 
Tribe want the corporall bread, while they pre- 
pare the ſpiritall food. As ſoonre as our Lord 
the King had notice from his loyall Subie&s, 
that there was in many barren -places of his 
Maieſtics large Dominions , a Famine by ſo 
much greater then that in Sawaris, (2.Kings 6.) 
by how much the Soule is better then the Bo+ 
dic. And that in thoſe places, it farcd with his 
people as it did with thoſe Samaritans in the 
25.Verlc of the forementioned Chapter ; Sacri- 
legious Simonyaks obtruding to them by way of 
ſale, an CA ſſes head to feed their hunger-ſtarned 
ſoules ; 'yca an Head poſleſſed with a dumbe 
ſpirit, whoſe jaw-bone cuen while it wanteth 
-motion my bee ſaid toſlay as many Soules, as 
Samſon did Bodies with his 14w-bone. of an Aſſe, 
(1udges 15.) heapes upon heapes, as it is in the 16. 
Verſe of the Chapter. Having graciouſly laid 
to heart that this was the Xings Eaill,'and by 
him: only to bee cured vnder God ; and thar 
therefore his Subiets did cry like her in S#- 
maria [2.Kings 6.26. Helpe our Lord, O King ; 
He ſoone returned a more comfortable anſwer 
then ſherecciued there; namely, rhat 1he Parlia- 
ment aſſembled at that tirie ſhould take ſpecial care, 
that for the better propagating of the Goſpel! in 
prontdipg ble iP ajtors, proniſion' ſhould bee _ 
"yy WP; hat 
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that aſwell the owners of Parſonages Impropriate, 
« the port rs of bf Py ola al- 
low competent maintenance for ſufficient Miniſters, 
in thoſe Charches, whoſe Cures did neerely concerne 
themſelues in particular, 
Thus the Lord hath highly enriched our So- 
ueraigne with the blefſings of Salomon, fo that 
hee is wiſe in his youth, and as a Floud filled with _ 
wnderſianding : His Name « gone farre, and for ep - 
the peace and proſperitic which he wiſheth vnto 
Siom, he is highly beloved and renowned. 
Andas for the Iles vnder him, the Lord hath 
bleſſed them with the bleffings of the Gentiles :/4; 66.cap. 
in the laſt Chapter of 1/ajah; Hee hath extended v5/.12-14, 
peace like a Riner, our hearts reioyce, and our bones 
flouriſh like an hearbe , and the hand of the Lord is 
knowne towards vs, 
Now the ſame Almightie hand of the eucr- 
living God who hath placed and planted our So- 
ucraigne as the Heart in the bodie of this Tri- 
angled Iland, reſcrue cuer to it ſelfe only , that 
little Triangle of his heart, give him an heart 10 
loue and dread the Lord, and diligently to live and 
rule according 10 his Commandements ; that fo, 
*when hee ſhall haue finiſhed his coarſe, kept the 
Faith,and giuen vp the Account of his high Steward. 
ſhip, hee may heare that comfortable and heart- 
retoycing voyce pronounced vnto him , Welldone pvc Þ; 
thou good and faithfull ſeruant , thou haſt beere_ 
faithful oner « few things; 1 will make thee ruler over 
many things : Enter thou into the ley of thy Lord. 
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2.5 AM, 24.15, 

Sothe Lord ſent a Peftilence Vpon Iſrael from 
the morning euen Þnto the time appointed, 
and there dyed of the people , euen from 
Dan zo Beerſheba, ſeuenty thouſand men. 


EE fee enen at the 
firſt ſight that this 
Sa Tcxt affoordeth fir 
31 marter for the ta- 
| king vp of our Me- 
ditations in theſe 
times : Tr maketh 
report of a great 
DY [1 Peſtilence ſpreading 
: it felfe' in 7ſrael in 
| the time, and ſpeci- 
ally forthe ſinne, of King Denid. Davids heartis 
lifred vp in thenumber of his people ; The Lord 
liftechvp his hand#:tocut it off: Hepricketh that 
ſwelling bladder of vaine and carnall confidence, 
with a ſharpe and gricuous ſickneſſe. 
I note in the Text theſe ſeuerall particulars, 
E Firſt, 
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"Firſt, 'TheAuthor or Infliter of rhiggnorta- 
litte.,"7-he Lord. 
Secondly., The Nature of it; It-was « Pefti- 
lence. 
Thirdly, Thetime in which it raigned; From 
the morning emen ro the time appointed. : 
Fourthly, The Place to which it was confined; 
From Dan ta-Beerfheba. 
Fiftly, The Number of people. which. it con- 
ſumed; Senentie thoaſand men.., z 
Firſt, The Author. is /choua, T he Lord, {et out: 
by thatgreat Nameof his, derined from an.He-. 
brew word fignifying Being, to'ſhew and make 
knowne his independenciefromany-other-, hee 
beingancternall Lin ape himfclfe. 7-4m>-that 1 
am,'Ex04.3.14.and alſo to manifeſt that hee gi- 
ucth being:to all the creatures 3” whence ſome 
haue well obſcrued:that- the. name of '7eboua the 
Lord, was not.vied beforexrhe:whole worke of 
the Creation was finiſhed, bur:is firſtmentioned - 
in the ſecond Chapter and fourth Verſe of Genes-. 
/is. Andilaſtly.to giue vsto-vaderſitand, that God - 
giueth: being.and accompliſhmentro all his pro- 
miſcs,' he cauleth themro-bee-broughe-to-paſſe, 
and become(as it were)things in-Eſſ*-, in Being. 
Therefore God telleth:Moſes in the ſixt-Chapter 
of 'Exedas, Verſe thethird: That bewa 91 krowne 
71940. Abxaham,t{aak and lacob by bis name lehbuab, 
becauſe though. they belecuedrhat he. would; yet - 
they .liued not; to ſcerhatthe. did <ffeRually iac- 
come: 
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compliſh that which hee had graciouſly promis 
ſed, indclivering their ſeed from the Hgypiian 
ſervitude, andinueſting them withthe iGon 
of the Land of promiſe. So then; the Inflicterof 
this great and terrible Peſtilence was 1chavah the 
Lord:, a-great God anda terrible, as Moſes 
ſtilech him; chat -vncauſed; Being: ,. the: cauſe 
of all-Being, who keepeth his' word, and thar 
| in the cxccution of his wrath. vpon 
inne. | 
Secondly, The Nature of the puniſhmentby: 
him inflited was peſtilentiall,, The Lordiſent's 
Pefilence, &c.' The lickneſſe as wee call it wr 
Ifodr, wit; a moſt gricuous, deadly, violentand 
infetiousdifcaſc,ſcizing on the ſpirits, and ſud- 
denly ſending to-the-graue - A moſt vacomfor« 
table ſicknefle, in as much as when God viſiteth 
vs withit, all refraine from viſiting vs.0 ar Lowers 
and friends fland.aloofe from ths ſore , and our 
Kinſmen' land sfarre off , as Daxid ſaittof him- 
ſelfe in another,and:more generall ſenſe, P/a/mre 
38.11. | 
Thirdly, Asfor the time in which the Peſti- 
lence raigned;Some lay it was from morning'to 
mid-day, ſome for the whole three dayes rhreat- 
ned, A third fort for halfe the ſpace: The Text 
ſaith it was earn to the time appointed + And if 
wee [hall thinke that the triduall terme was a- 
bridged vpon Davids humiliation & repentance 
or at lcaſt that the Plague ceaſed before the third 
day cnded ;_ the Lord being ſaid in this Chap- 

| = rer 
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ter to repent of the exif, forbearing in his anger 
to punilh, and forbidding his Angell to procced. 
any further, the phraſe of Scripture will bee our 
warrant,in which Gods temporall puniſhments 
are not cuer decreed irreuocably, bur determined 
conditionally , and if men will nor repent, hee 
will proceed to accompliſhment: yer will it not 
therefore follow that Gods will dependeth vpon. 
mans ,! for-it is knowne:to him. from: cternitic, 
who they are that ſhall turneto him by repen- 
rance,. and he-is the ordererof their wayes, and 
the ouer-raler of their wils, and: their repentance 
is mcerlyof his grace, and from his giſt 

Fourthly, The place ro which the Pcſtilence 

was canfined, was from Dan to Beerſheba. Dan 
is heeretaken locally for a Citie bounding 1ſr«el, 
as elſewhere perſonally fora Sonne borne vnto- 
Tacob : Twas the vemoſt confine of 1/rael on 
the North fide z as Beerſhebs. a Citic of Indab. 
was 0n.the South, towards the Philiftines : So 
from Dan to Beerſhebais in effet throughout all 
Iſrael. Twere thelike phraſe of ſpeech, if wee of 
theſe parts ſhould ſay-of ſome generall Plague 
diſperſed in-all the Iland of Great Britteine,that 
it-raigned fromthe Starr-point on our Southerne 
Seas, vnto Straithy.head in Scotland; which is the 
fartheſt point ſtretching ir ſclfe into the North 
Seas. 

Fiftly, Thenumber that dyed were ſeventies 
thouſand men. A great Catalogue for ſo ſinall a 
continuance , or in ſo ſmall a compaſlc.: > 

muca. 
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much that if the mortalitic ſhould haue held the 
fame courſe which ir beganne, but a moneth or 
ewo , it is likely (by conferring the number 
which 1946 tooke of the people, with the number 
which God tooke away by the Peſtilence) that 
in all 1ſ-ac/ there would not haue beenea manor 
two left.” I grant that it is apparant , that 7046- 
brought notan cxa&t number of all the people, 
but withall I ſay,it is moſt probable,thar all the 
people who fell by the Peſtilence ate not heere 
numbred , but chiefly (if nor only) thoſe whom 
God ſubtraRted,and rooke away from the former 
. computation of thoſe men of warre in whom 
David gloried. So the Lord puniſhed Dazid in 
the thing wherein he offended God; David glo= 
ried bf the number of his people in his pride,and: 
God diminiſhed them with- his Plague. 

Thus hauec 1 ouer-runne the particulars to ha- 
ſten tomy obſcruations. 1 finde manya' notable 
Emphaſis in this Text. Death is not ſo firange, 
and yet there is uotice to: be taken of it : but 
for men to dic of ſo ſtrange a death. as of the 
J ſilence, and for ſo many to dye of the peſti- 

ence, and that in ſo ſmall a compaſſe of time, 
and within: 1ſ-ae/s Confines, this is that which 
ſhould force vs to take amore ſpeciall/ notice of. 
the heauic hand of God. 

The Obſeruation which I firſt draw out of 

this Text, is this : 

T he peftilence is Gods ſpecial Rod, whereby he Da; 
ſeonrgeth the ſinne , and puniſheth the pride of the 
woif potent and populonc Nations. God: 


ww 
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God had-greatly multiplyed his great mercics 
vpoirreel., and;in. great mercic had, greatly 
multiplyed-1ſrae{., madc.it. a great ay prin; 
tie-Natton , of ſmall beginnings 3/ and now for 
Deaids ſinae of numbring, and for the number 
of their lines, he beginnerh greatly to dimigiſh 
chem. T he Lord: ſens 4 Peitilence. 1 he Peſtilence 
is his grear ſcourge for finne. When you. are ga- 
thered tagether in your Cities , 1 will ſend a Peſti- 
lenge among you (ſaith the Lord) v2, for your 
breach of my conenant , Leniticd 26.25. Indeed 
cueryfickneflemay-be ſaid ro bee Gods ſcourge,, 
bur che Plague, that is ſpecials phage, Gods ſpe- 
ciall and proper. tripe , the 1ignes that it 
makesare Gods ſpeciall;markes, and therefare 
the Word-of the Lord calteth-it the Sward of 
the Lord, 1.Chron:2 1.12. As Ichoueh the name 
by which God is heerc- ſtiled is peculiar to him: 
ſo the-ſpreading -of. the peſtilence, which hee 
here ſenderh.is from him alone. Pata 

Wee may rayte other lickneſſesto caſt downe 
oun ſclues: by our owne ſinfers and diſtempers, 
this ſecmeth:to- bee; oye his ſending , and 
he-only-to have a finger heeran. So Dowd ac+ 
knowledged when hechole tro fall tnr0. tbe hands 
of God, by che- filling of his people by a Peſtj. 
lence, in the Verſe beforethe Texe. © : | 
' And nowforvſt tous; Boloyed,,: 1/recls cala- 
mitic in the time of King Dawd', is Buglands 
calc in-the time of King Chexles, 

4 Ie | (1 at Ms , vt Facts, 
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man F 2/74 (ff narration te, 
CANnglia, mutatowomine, cummumers, . 

In changing the names of che countrieand cir» 
cuit , togecher wirh the 'number of hourcs in 
whichthis Plague laſted,and ofthe people whom . 
itconſumed while ircontinued,, hcere is our caſe, 
and weehauean Engliſh hiſtorie. | 

If the Peſtilence then bee Gods (courgefor fin, 
let-vs ſee what 'wee haue to doc to-appeaſchim, 
Once weecan'never-goe«fronv his pumihments, 
as wee haue ſtrayed from his Precepts: hee can 
follow vs from-London to the Mount, and from 
the Lands end to the middeſt of the Ocean:#Y h1- 
ther can wee goe from his prefente? there is no way - 
for vs to flye from him, butby flyingynto-him, 
and betaking our ſclues from-the face of his Ma- 
jeſtie, ro the footſtovle of his mercie: Toamend 
our wayes , that is the onely way for vs toap- 
peaſc his wrath,'and roend his plagues: For when 
wee are onee: duly humbled forour finnes , God 
hach attaincd his end andaymein'punithing vs, 
and chen he will ſtay highand. Wheneetlſe doth 
God complaine by Ames, Tharher fent the Pefti. 
lence among the 1ſractites after the manner-of Egypt 
(as now hee hath fetit theiPeftilenceamongthe 
Engliſh after the'manner of /frarl) und! ytt-eh 
returned not Winto hjm, Ams.4.to. Wherefore dat 
hethus teſtifie and conteſt againſt themby#-g-> 
gat, that hee ſmotethew and yer they torned not vn- 
to bim, Hag.2.17, Trucisthe Sonne of Syrach his 
acknowledgement, '7hourhuttnef —— 
ge 44 | that: 
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that leaning our wickedneſſe, wee may be'cene on thee 
0 Lord,Wiſd.1.2. Well ſpeaketh Zefantine ther- 
fore to the purpoſe , Dews morum emendatione_s 
placatur , & quipeccare deſinit iram Dei morialens 
facit : To ceaſe from ſinne, is to make Gods anger 
ceaſe from v5; and to amend our wayes is the only way 
18 anvide his plagnes. Let vs then repent of the 
cuill which wee hauc _— againſt God, thar 
he may repent ofthe cuill which he hath broughe 
amongſt vs. Let vs repent, and not'proceedin 
our ſinnesz that he may.repent, and nor prawns 
with his plagues : plagues, which though in our 
owneparticulars wee feele not yet; yet wee mult 
needes feare , and ſhould duly compaſſionate in 
others. For « the head ſiche, and doe not the inferi.. 
our oa 1 6 ; Or, if the head Citte 
continue licke, is it like tofare well with vs? May 
not we ſce our owne face in that London glafſe? 
Certaine itis,that our raigning finnes haue made 
away for this raigning ſickneſſc. Ourinward cor- 
ruptions beare apartin the cauſe of this conta- 
gion. Our finnes made a ſeparation betweene 
God and vs, crecucr he by this ſicknefle hath 
made vs ſeparatcone from another. Let vs ther- 
fore. conſider, and that wirh great ſorrow and + 
humiliation, the great finnes wherewitch wee 
Hauc prouoked him, <qualling I am ſure, if nor 
exceeding thoſe of 1ſrae/. 
The chicfe ſinnes wherewith 7/7ae/pronoked 
God, were, 
1. Their Intemperancic and Luxuricin en. 
ule 
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buſe of choſe outward bleſſings wherewith they 
abounded. 

2. Their Inſolencieand fecuritic byreaſon of 
the many viories which they had atchicued. 

3- Their Ingraritude, not rengring duc thanks 
for the benefits which they had receiucd. 

Theſethree were the Cep#tall finnes of 1/7 ael, 
in which D a#;das Heed bare a principall part, and 
for which hee was put to ſo harda choice , that 
he preferred the threedayes plague as the eaſic(t 
puniſhtnent. | 

God hath no way beene wanting to this our 
Hand in !ſrecls bleſſings: She hath no way beene 
behind /ſrael in thoſe finnes. Hee hath bleſſed 
our Kingdome aboue neighbour Nations, with 
his prote&ion. and deliuerances, with peace and 
' plentie, with a potent people,and aboue all, with 
the powerfull preaching of his glorious Goſpell. 
He hath exalted our rimes aboue former ages, by 
giuing and preſcruing vnto vs Kings and Prin- 
ces,for pictic, wiſdome, and moderation, vnpara-. 
lelled in our, or in other humane Chronicles: But 
how hane wee failed in bleſſing him, in magaify- 
ing and cxalting his name ? 603 (MING 

Lerour fulneſſe of bread, and vaine pleaſing of 
our ſcluts in ſach-infinite varietie and cxquilite 
_'delicacie_ of feeding ; our fulneſſe of pride, and 
vainegloryitigin thefirength of '6tr Land For- 
-ces; and in ftemembrance-of our naball vitories; 
Our vithankfulneſſe to God for the free paſſa 
of his Goſpel; inde] I #1&proic 
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tothe-contrarie, and for his manifol4and memo-+ 
rabledcliuerances of Prince and People fromtre- 
cherous tnuaſions and ſubrle circumuentions ar 
home and abroad; our pronenefſe to depart from, 
rhe Lord , andto goe a whoring after ſtrange Gods, 
as ſoone. as, our mgſt religious; Prince, and now, 
gracious, Soucraigne,, was departed our, of our 
Land into a ſtrange Nation; Our returning ſuch, 
cold thankes for his ſo bleſſed returne into hig 
owne inheritance. Qurgencralldiſcontent ; our 
eying of Egypt, and wiſhing this our 1/-acl in» 
truſted with,and cathralled vnto.a vation in ſome 
conceirs r:chand miphtie, bur.in all refpe&s baſe 
and miſerablc; Let theſe things,theſc linnes,reſti- 
fic againſt. vs, and ler this our ingratituds humble 
and caſt, vs downe ina rcuengefull iudging of oux 
ſclucs, asir-hath called and pulled downe iudge- 
mentsand vengeance on vs. _ 

O the. ingraticude of, a ſinfull nation ! how 
orsutly is itincreaſcd? [s ir poſſible chat we ſhould | 
not daily conſider and celebrate Godsgrear mer- 
cie in hindering the intended Powder-plor, thar 
cruell and confuſed Parliamentaric maſſicre , in 
which Babylons children ſer on, worke by Baz/s 
Prieſts, had built the Tower of Babelagaine with | 
morter tempered with the publicke bloud, had 
not God confoundedrhem.in their owne language, 
and diſcovered them by their owne private Let- 
ter. And yet woes vs, weluffer this to ſlip from . 
vs. Yea all thoſc dagges, dappers,' and dangers, 
thoſe. piſtals, PoJnadper 2 ang, poyſons ) firred, 
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whetted,and prepared, by Pope, Papiſts, and the 
Spaniſh fa&ion, for the breaſts of our Royall and 
Religious Soucraignes, are now as it were caſed, 
and ſhcathed,and bound vp in vtter obliuion and 
vathankefulnefle. And is1rnot iuſt with Godro 
vnſheathe this fword, and reſcue his bleflings 
from. vs, and reuenge onr vnthankefulneſſe vp- 
on vs ? 

I cannot awplifie my ſpeech as this Iand hath 
multiplied her ſinne and ingratitude, yer I will 
deſire you to cxamin'your ſelues with mea w hile 
in ſome few points , wherein [ will inſtance, and 
whereon I defireto inſiſt, (as the time ſhall per- 
mit) to the confuſion of our owne faces, and the 
clearing of Gods proccedings with vs, and otr 
Land. | 

Haue not we euery day put off our teperitance, 
and conſequently increaſed our finnes; and doe 
wee wonder why God day-by day cutteth off 
fuch rebels, and-more and more increaſeth and 
ſpreadeth abroad the peſttlence ? 

Haue not we leightcd or {landered Gods pain- 
ful Miniſters, who have denounced his ivdgments 
againſt our ſiancs ? And what maruaile if the 
plagues which they threatnedagainſt vs, be now 
entred amonglt vs ? 

Are there notamongſt vs many peſtilent [cor- 
ners of all goodnefle and religion , who fit cucn 
in cathedra peſlilentie, (there the Pſalmii# placerth 
them) ſuch as terme holineſſe, without which n» 
man can ſee God , peſtilent peruerſenefſe , and 
F 2 pecuith 
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peeuilh preciſeneſle ; ſuch as tearme the Lords 
bolyEmbaſſadors(as Tertulke did Penl\peſtilence 
it ſelfe(ſo ſoundeth the Originall,) & thoſe Prea- 
chers who peſter their ſweet ſinnes, peſtilent fel. 
lowes, thatisa common name with them; They 
makerthem the worſt of men, and the ſcumme 
of the Earth: And what maryaileif the peſtilence 
the fierceſt of all ſickneſles, and the ſcourge of the 
carthbe come among vs? 

Doth not the, Extortioner take intereſt , and 
the Oppreſlor vic violence ? doe they nor ear like 
acanker-into the, eſtates of the poore,, going a- 
bout and ſceking how and whom they may ouer- 
reach and deceiue? Anddoe we wonder why the 
reſtilence breakethin vpon vs like a mightictor- 
rent, ſweepeth away our people,and taketh away 
our increaſe, going about like a roaring Lyon ſeeking 
whom it may denoure ? | 

Haue not many of vs vncharitably and blaſ. 
phemouſly wiſhed that the plague of God would 
light on our Brethren? And now, how iuſtly hath 
itcuen overtaken vs : So long hauc oathes,curſes 
and cxecrations, ſuch as a vengeance take thee,and, 
4 plague onthe, and,Godconfeund thee , come out 
from vslike arrowe; {hot againſt heauen, till now. 
they are readic to returneand fall downe with a 
vengeance on our-owne' heads. Ve haue called 
forchem; and now they are comming. We hauc 
tainted the ayre with them, and now theayre is 
readietocnter and infect vs. 

Haue not ſome of vs heartily wiſhed for our 
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Brethrens deaths that wee might compaſle our 
deſignes,andgrow greatin the World; And now, 
how dcſerucdly may their death in theſe con- 
tagious times, be the bane of our whole Fami. 
ly? Is there not the hiding (if not the plotting, 
as well as the packing vp) of Murthers among 
vs, (and all perhaps for the purling ofa piece of 
mony) And what maruell it our bloud beecor. 
ruptcd , and our Land vnpeopled , when thas 
bloud is concealed which crycth for vengeance, 
and leaucth a Land vnpurged. 

Haue not the creatures been peruerted by vs in 
the intemperate and lawlefle vſc of them: and 
what maruell if wee are now readic to bee infe» 
Qed by thetn, in their lawfull and moderate vſc ? 
Our (rellin humour of Pride and Gluttonie, 
in exceſle of fare and apparell,ſwilling and ſwag- 
| gering in the moſt riotous manner, hath made 
way for the ſwelling tumour of the peſtilence 
ſpreading and raging, abroad in our Land. The 
cloathes which ſhould haue couered our ſhame, 
and haue ſo ſhamefully diſcouered our pride ; in 
ſtced of keeping vs well and warme, are now rea- 
die to conuay contagion into vs: 

We haue ſhut our doores againſt the poore, 
the poore hath beene ſeparated from his Neigh- 
bour, and now weare in danger of having: our 
doores {hut vp , and our ſelues ſeparated one 
from another, 

. We hauc infeſted others with our particular 
examples of diuers pernicious deeds; And now. 
others are ready to infe&t vs with peſtilent dif- 
3 caſes, 
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eaſes. Our hamour of corrupting others, hath 
ar length brought the corruption of the humours 
on our ſclues; 

\'Wee haue not feared the contagion of Sin- 
ners who -have- becne notoriouſly incorrigible 
and ſcandalous; and now we can hardly eſcape 
thoſewhom wee iuſtly ſuſpe& to beinfeious. 

In our priuate familiaritie wee haue not ſepara- 
red the precious from the vile , wee haue aduen. 
tured vpon intimate acquaintance with the moſt 
peſtilent perſens , and peruerſeſt Sinners: and 
now thoſe who haucthe very ſore of the peſii- 
lence running-vpon them, are-readie to rulh-in 
among Vs. 

In our priuate' Families we have had medly 
Liueries, garmentsof Linſey-wolſey, a mixture of 
'bad ſeruants with ſome few good ones: Some we 
tauchad' of-both ſorts, to bring our deflignes to 
paſſe on both fides;-corrupt men, that our'cor- 
rupt ends might bee compaſled ; and religious 
'men, that fo rhey might bee coloured or coun- 
-tenanced; Wicked /#daſſes there are aygong vs, 
who thinke they may linne with liberty , and 
purloyne for their commoditie , vnder a confi- 
dencethat none can cfpie them, as longas Chriſts 
followers keepe their company. And now the 
{icke are mingled with the ſound, and the once en- 
dangered by the other. 

Our cares haue itched after Novelties and 
ſtrange opinions, and now behold anew and a 
ſtrange contagion is come among vs. 
| | Many 
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Many of vs haucaffe&ed Sets, Schiſme, and 
Separation , and now the (ickneſſe hath made a 
fore rent, and agricuous ſeparation amongf vs. 
It hath been heard among vs that children mighe 
not bee baptized, and admitted into the Church 
withoutdanger of finne : And now-it-may bee 
fearcd thar they will not. bee brought 'into the 
Congregation without d inger of ſickneſle, 

Platoes communitic hath beene held by ſome 
particular Libertines, and now it may befearcd 
that one common plague is [cr looſe to lay hold 


generally vpon all places. 
' To draw towards a concluſion 4 So ill have 


wee coucnanted with our ſenles for. the Lords . 
feruice, that now a!l of:them ſtriue to. bee vn- 
profitable ro our {clues , and are'forced to ac- 
knowledge a grieuous ſubietion to. the generall 
contagion that raigneth oucr the Land. The 
Smell hath bcene taken with cffeminate;, if noe 
Whorilh perfumes z The Eare hath beene rick- 
led with vaine, if not villanous ſpeeches;. The 
Taſte hath beene ouer-taken with Luxuric ; The 
Touch tainted with Laſciuiouſneſſe 3 The Eye 
harh beene rolled with wandring Luſts, and al- 
together fer vpon lewdneſle. So ſlenderly hae we 
guarded theſe Cinqte-ports of our Domeſticall 
Senſes, that now they are readie to letin,an o- 
pen cncmie, in open ayre , to oucenhrow the 
whole cſtatc- of our bodies'z as our Cinquce . 
ports on the Seacoaſt, if they be not watched, 


may, proue dangerous in-lcrs., for our toes to , 
Enter. : 
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eater by, and endanger the bodie of our State. 
Thus the Lord #« inſt , bus wee have done wickedly. 
Now once more, what is the remedie whereby 
wee may auoid , or induce him to auert his 
plagues ? ' 

o keepe our Bodies from the peſtilentiall in- 
feion ot the plague, we obſcruethree ſpeciall 
dirc&ions. 

Firſt, To haſten from places infeed. 

Secondly, To remouec into-a pure aire. 

- . Thirdly, To haue the preſcripts of the beſt 
- Preſervatiues and Medicines. 

Wee muſt take a like courle for our ſoules, 
againſt that plague of ſinne 

Firſt, Goe ont from the occafions of (inne, 
as Peter did from the High Prieſts Hall. 

Secondly, Goc into a pure aire; getvs a-purc 
heart and a conſcience purged , to which wee 
may retire in all danger; a heart and a confci- 
ence clenſed by the wind of the Spirit , cooling 
our concupiſcence, and aflwaging our boyling 
corruptions , and inſpiring vs with good mo- 
tions. 

Thirdly , Ger vsa Perer-tcare, a bitter wee- 
ping, proceeding from a true faith in Chriſt,and 
a due contrition for ſinne; bewayling our corrup- 
tionsthe cauſes of theſe contagions. That, that 
isthe onely diſtilled water , which fortifieth vs 
again(t all Gods plagues. For if his ſcourge once 
induce vsto penitence, it muſt (conſidering our 
deferuing) ne<ds endue vs with patience , and 
then 
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then whatſocuer befalleth vs, ſha# goe well with 
vs, and happie ſhall we be. 

I procced to that which followeth. 

The Lord ſent a Peſtilence vpon Iſrael from the 
morning tothe time appointed. 

From the morning ts the time appointed. 

Hence may we gather, that 


The ſpreading and ſpeeding of peſtilent contagi- Dat, 


ons , ts bath appointed, and limited by God. 

He ſenderh them, and he reſtrayneth them. 
They ſhall rage no longer then the appointed 
time * they ſhall rid no more but Gods appoin- 
ted and ſer number. Heere the people dye of 
the plague, and the King efcapeth; In the ſc» 
cond of Kings the twentieth Chapter, the King 
is ſicke of the plaguc,and the people free : here, 
though the popular plague were threatned for 
three dayes ſpace, ycr it ceaſed before the rerme 
was fully expired 4 and there, though King He- 
zekiah-were told from God that hee ſhould dic, 
yet hee bumbling himſelfe, was rayſed as it were 
from hisdeath- bed, recovered from his diſcaſe, 
and the Lord added to his dayes. 

Wereade in Hiſtorics of diucrs great & gene- 
rall plagues, ſome raigning ouer all the Realme of 
England, as that in the ycere 1348. vader Ed» 
ward the Third , ſome raging ouer all the Ro- 
mane Empire , as that in the yeere 252. vnder 
V ibins Galirs that peſtilent perlecutor of che Chri- 
ſtian fairh. Both which plagues, and ſpecially 
the latter, in their ſcucrall times (as Hiſtorians 
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relate) creeping throughout all the Regions of 
the Earth, laſted very long, and waſted many 

Millions - of pcople: Infomuch that Cyprian ta- 

king an occalion by reaſon of the greater of 
thoſe two generall plagues, to- write his Booke 

De Montalutate, laich , towards the end of that- 
TraR, Corrnit 1am mundus malorum infeitantiuns 

turbinibus obſeſſns, That the World was enenwaſted 
and went to wracke with the boyſlerous larmes of 
maladies and moleflations. 

Now who ſpreadeth theſeplagues, whobed- 
deth rhe- carth in this fickneſſe , but hee who 
fpreaderh che Heauens as a Curtaine?_ Hee who 
with-hold:h the waters and: they diy wp, and 
aiſo ſendeth them out, and they ouerturnethe earth; 
He reſtraineth the peſtilence, and the ſore drys 
eth-vp, hee ſenderh it forth, and ir oucrunneth 
the Earthz he makerh deſolations in the Earth, Pſal. 
46.8. A\gaine,he maketh the plague, as he doth the 
plague of warre, in the Verſe there following, to 
ceaſe onto the ena of * the Earth. 

M1ny there are, who haue ſtretched. their wits . 
to diſcourſe how the Lord ſhould cauſe the pe- 
ſtilence to ſpread and diſperſe it. ſelfe abroad. . 
Diuers men referre it to diners meanes : ſome. 
afirming that alt thoſe who fall by the pcſti- 
lence, are felled by the immediate ſtroke of Gods. 
punifhing Angell. Others conccining, that the 
euill one, who diſtillech into the maliciqus minds 
of many who are infeftious a deſire to infeR- 
others, as heedoth into the mindesof the ſedu- 
ced, a delight to ſeduce others, that hce I fay,. 
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conneyeth contagious infetion from one to ano- 
ther, deriving it from place to place, from per« 
ſon to perſon, by apparel, ayre and all thoſe arts 
which hee is permitted to vſe againſt a people 
whom God purpoſcth to vilit, 

Sure I am, hereis thelamentable effect of the 
peſtilence ſer downe in this Chapter, on which 
the preſent-calamitic of our owne country ma- 
keth ſo large a Comment : here is laid downethe 
prime Author that laycthiit on, the maine cauſe 
that leades him on, and the meanes inducing him 
toleaue off, The meanes of diſperling the peſti. 
lence muſt be left to him alſo;theyarein his hands 
who can vſe what meanes hee will to accompliſh 
his iuſt purpo'es, and to puniſh a rebellious natt- 
on. For vie of the point. In that God ſpreadeth 
the peſtilence, wee fee bow widethey are of the 
erurh, who impure it rather to the fate of deſtiny, 
or the influence of malignant ſtarres, orthe con- 
Aluence of much people,or the cloſeneſle of place, 
or the corrup.ion of the ayre, or the inundation 
-of waters, or the repletion of humors, then to 
the hand of God , who diſpolcth of all theſe ar 
his pleaſure, 

Againe we may kearne that they doe but ſpred 
a nct for their owne fect, who rthinke or ſccke 
to flyc from the ſpreading peſtilence , withour 
flying vnto God. Alas, it isnort the avoiding of 
places infeted, nor the correfting of ayres cor- 
rupted, nor the taking of receits preſcribed , nor 
the putting off of cloathes ſuſpeRed , gt can 
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ſecure thee from Gods plagues. The arrow of 
Gods anger can palle ſwiftly through the Ayre, 
and enter ſecretly into thy boſome, as that ar- 
row didintothe King of 1ſracls bodie,notwirh- 
ſtanding the change of place or attire. Itis nor 
the change of Ayreorrayment, but the change 
of the heart by repentance that can ſtand thee 
in tcad. Though thou preſently ſhift thy ſelfe, 
ſhirt and all, yetthere is no ſhifting from God; 
hee will finde thee out. Indeed the outward 
meanes of preſeruation are to bee ſought and v- 
ſed, butnor relyed on. When Gods arrowes flye 
abroad, we muſt primarily arme our ſclues with 
prayer and flye vato God , as /ehoſhaphar did, 
when his enemies came againſt him. 1f eail/ come 
pon vs (faith heto the Lord) as the ſword, pe- 


2.cbron.20.9. ftlence, &c. And wee ſtand in thy preſence and ery 


2eCbron,n6.12+ 


onto thee, thow wilt heare and helpe : He knew that 
his Progenitor and Predeceſſor £4/a had felr 
the {mart of thecontrarie pratice, who did not 
ſo much pray vnto God, as deſire the Phyſicians 
to practice with him, and therefore the Lord 
made their helpes vnprofitable. 

In the next place here might bee -drawnean 
vic of comfort for Gods Children, in that the 
ſword is in the hand of their mercifull father, 
who will not ener be angrie , but corre them in 
meaſure , and compaſſce them with his mercic: 
But there is another ve to bee made, and an- 
other dotrine likewiſe to be raiſed, and there- 
fore I will not inſiſt on it, 


The 
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The laſt vſe then, (that wee may more necrly 
apply a poiat that ſo necrely coricerneth vs) ſer- 
ucth for direftion vnto vs ail. Doth the Lord 
ſpread the peſtilence among vs, and ſend ir out 
Lke a running armic, waſting whereſocuecr it com- 
meth, wa/kiag in the Jarkueff and waſting at noone Pſul 91.6, 
day : like a raging and deuouring raine , lcautng no 
food :11ke an vniucrſall blaſt deſtroying all fruits? 
Doth hee make his dreadfull forces poſt hither 
and thitcher , amidſt our preparations for warre, 
as hee did among Davids warlike people ? Whar 
th »uld we then doc but as weaker countryes are 
accuſtomed, vpon the approch of dreadfull Ar- 
mics; ſubmir our ſelues, fend our Agents, and fue 
for peace. Conſider we, what thoſe of Tyre and 
Sidon did inthe daycs of Herod, 4,12. towards 
the end of that Chapter: When they vnderſtood 
that Herod did beare an hoſtile minde towards 
them, they ſent their Ambaſſadors with one accord 
10 deſirepeace, Butas for vs, mittamms legatos do. 
loris noſtri lachrymas , let vs with ioynt conſent 
ſend forth plentifull teares, as the onely preua- 
lent oratoric ofa pierced and wounded hearr. For 
as great flouds hinder the preparations of Ar- 
mies : ſo the teares of humiliation ſtay Gods pu- 
niſhing hand. With teares ler vs ioyne prayers, 
.pouring out our ſoules like water before rheLord. 

hen. the Lord bid Hezekiah pronide for pre- 
ſent death, he prayed and wept ſore: hereupon the 
Lord heareth his prayers,ſeeth his teares. healeth 
his ſorc, aud lengthenethhisdayes. And in this 
wins G 3 Chap. 


'Plit.in vit. 
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Chapter, God having denounced athree dayes 


peſtilence, doth yet vpon Dazids humble periti- 

on, thortenthe time , and inthe timeappointed 

ceaſe the plague which heethrearned : They of 
Tyreand Siden made Blaitus the Kings Chamber: 

Laine their friend ; butas forvs , now Bliſkum,ſcd 

Chriſtum wr habeamas ;, Letvs not ſuc 
or ſeeke to thoſe glorious Seruants,and Cham- 

berlaines of rhe Almightic, who ſtand cuer in 

his preſence, not to Seraphins or Cherubins , rot 
to Saints or Angels; But as Themiſtoclesrooke vp 
the Sonneof King Admet into his armes , that 
by him hce might appeaſe the angric father : ſo 
let vs take vp Chriſt the Sonne of God by the 
hand of faith, and ſethis merits betweene vs and 
bis fathers wrath, that hee may dull the poinr 
of his puniſhing [word , in the wounds of his be+ 
loucd Sonne., O let vs makehim our friend, that 
hee may make our peace with God; for other- 
wilc,teares, and praycrs, they arcall in vainc,no 
berter then the howling of dogs or the lowing 
of Oxen. Let vs goe our ofallconfidence in or 
Selues, in our Worthics,in our Allycs, in our Ar- 
mics, in our Nauies; and ſtripping our ſclues na» 
ked , caſt ourſclues ouer-board into the bottom- 
lefle Sea of his mercie, as our onely ſafeguard and 
aluation....,  .. 

Laſtly, :they of Tyreand Sidon in the height 
of blaſphemous flatterie, hearing the Herodian 
oration, ſaid it was ih<- voice of God and not of 
Man: Butletys in the depth of a contrite peni- 

mT ; rencie, 
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rencie, feeling the hand of God,fay and acknow- 
ledge, thatir is the ſtroke of God and not ofmanz 
and thatit is in vaine to looke for any helpe br 
from him. Yaz menus nobs vulntss opemg, feret. 
The hand thatcaſts vs downe, can onely raiſe vs 
vp.It is God that dealcth with vs of England now, 
as of old he did with Ephraim, taking away when 195.14 
none can reſene ;, If wee ſhall crye vnto him , how 

long Lord; Itmay bee anſwered, (as it followeth 

in the next verſe of the ſame Chaprer) #4 wee 
acknowl-dge cur offence, and ſecke bis face i'O let 

our hearts anſwer in the Pſalmiſts Eccho ,'Thy 

face 0 Lordwill wee ſeeke. Soitfolloweth againe 

in theſame verſe , /n their afflidtion they will ſeehe 

mee early; they are thelaſt wordsof that Chap- 

ter. Then accordmg to that ioynt*+morion for a . 
generall humiliation, inthe begtnriing of the ſixec 

and next Chapter z Come ler ws returne-ontothe 

Lord, for he hath torne and heewill heate ws , hee 

hath ſmitten and hee will bind vs wp: This doing, 

as it there followethin the next words,'Afier two 

dayes hee wilt renine vs, in the third day he wiltraife 

v5 : thatis, if wee ſecke himearly;he will ſoone 

ceaſe his plagues; as he ceafed this genetall peſti- 
lenceafter rhe rerme of two dayes inthe timeof 

King David, and as he moderatedin like manner 

the violentrage of the Pariſian maſſacre, in which . 
Within three dayes ſpace there fell ren thouſind 
as it were on our right hands, through theraging 
crueltic of the Romiſh Catholickes,and yet as the 


" X P/41,9147,-, 
Pſalmilt hath ir,it came nor-nigh vs, 
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Let vs goe onward with the Text. 

The Lord ſent a Peſtilence pon Iſrael from the 
moraing eutn 10 the time appointed, andthere dyed 
of the People enen from Dan to Berſhcba ſenentie 
thouſand men. 

Sewentie thouſand men. Hence I gither that oft. 
times the Lord God puniſhcth ſinfull man inthe 
ſame thing, and in ſome ſort after the ſame kind, 
in which ſinfull man prcuokeththe Lord God. 

Dauid is a ſpeciall inſtance for proofe of this 
point, here and elſewhere : elſewhere he vnſhea- 
thed the ſword againſt /7144 , & drew the Lords 


ſword vpon his owne bouſe. Yriam ininfto ſed non 


inulto craore reſper it:the [ſhedding of YV7:ahs bloud 
as 'ewas vndcſcrucd, ſo'twas not vnreuenged,bur 
was puniſhed in due time,in irs owne kind : Here 
he falleth conumbring of his people, and anum- 
ber-of his people fall by the peſtilence : Hee ſen- 
deth about ro vnderſtand the number of his na- 
tion , and to know theend thereof: And God is 
about ro number his people (as hee did Belſhaz- 
z475 Kingdome) and to fintſh and make an endof it. 
Danid reckoneth without the Lord. Tr is the 
poore mans guiſe (ſaith the Poct) to number bis 
ſmall flocke, ae 4 numerare pecis : Jam ſure 
ewas great weakeneſſc in Dazid to number his 
pu forces, as though by their ſtrength, and by 

isowncright hand he had gotten his victories, 


chaſed his encmics, and compafled the Crowne 


of Soucraigntic. Yee may ſet Danidin thisatin 
oppoſition with CUHbraham : Abraham having 
| but 
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but one Sorine:will entruſt him with God , who 
telleth him;1that hee will for a reward of his obe- 
dicnce multiplic his ſeed : Daa/@hauing amulti- 
tude of people will relye on their ſtrength, and 
the Lord ſheweth by this plague that hee can re- 
duce them.to nothing : he ſweeperh away vpon 
a {udgainegſcueaticrhouſand men. ſuppoſe there 
are few traucllers , who hearken after ſtrange 
newes , but haue heard of that vulgar reportin 
the Eaſtern parts, (as fabulous I thinke as famous) 
concerning thoſe vaſt ſtones ſcattered within a 
ſmall compaſſe, in that warlike monument on 
the Playnes , of which they tell you, that after 
you haue once numbred them, if yee number a- 
gaine, yee ſhall faile of your former reckoning; 
the Deuill it may be increaſerh mens ſuperſtitious 
and groundleſſe credulitie by deluding the ſight, 
or dazeling the eye : Butin this wonderfull peſti. 
lence,& popular plague,difperſcd in that Eaſterne 
Iſrael; if Dawid had gone to take anaccount of his 
watriers after the firſt numbring, he might hane 
found a wonderfullabatementr, threeſcoreand ten 
thouſand fallen off from the numbes , and felled 
by the peſtilence within Iſracls confines; God pu-- 
niſhing his pride in not repoſing his alone ſafetic 
and ſecuritievnder the meere and mercifull pro» 
te&ion of his mightic hand. Now beloued , not 
to reſt the proofe of the dodrine too long vpon 
Daxid; If conſidering this feptinarie Decade-of 
Thouſands, deſtroid and decaid in Davids num- 
ber, I ſhould affirme that Daxid had ſpecially of- 
2 H fenced 
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fended God by his numbring , and that Gods 
ſer downe in the-Texr,, puniſhing him in a moſt 
ſpeciall numberz Thoſe whoarc ſo curious in'ob- 
ſcruing nurabers, and haue ſuch a number of cu- 
rious obſcruations touching rhe ſcuenth number, 
terming it with Ambroſe a ſacred number, and 
with Auguſtin a namber myſtically portending 
a kindot perfetion, might happily befriend me 
hercin : But Chr9/o. would moreiuſtly befoole 
meecfor my labour , who tearmeth this curioſitic 
a fabling anda deuice- of mans braine. God tycth 
not himſclfe to numbers, neither ſhould we ſceke 
to bring him to it by ourabſtruſe obſcruations, 
and ſchoole-quidditics. Ne ſ#tor vitra crepidam, 
Wee notithinke (if I'may ſo ſpeake) to fir 
him with the ſcauens,, who filleth heaucn and 
carth, makingthe one his throne ,, and the other 
his faotſtoole. Twas chicfly for curioſiticof num- 
bring, 'that ſo many fell of the peſtilence inthe 

Text. ; Much: berter had irbeene for Danid (and 
'fo twerefor vs inthiscaſc) inſtead of ſuch a foo- 
lich and needlefiennmbring, ſhortning the dayes 
.and haſtning the deaths'of thouſands, to hauc 
defired(as<l{ewhere he dorh)rhar Godwould teach 
him 10 numvber hs dayes, and ſd ro apply bimſelfe vn. 

19 wiſedome. | SLE 
All Hiſtories diuine and humane,arcfo full of 
proofes for the confirming , 'and iſluftrating of 
my dodrine, tharme thinkes'I delight to dwell 
longer vponit, then ordinarily I vic ro dor'ypon 
other DoQrines. How memorably hath _—_ 

| han 
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hand puniſhed notoriouſly (infull ats in their 
owne kindin alt Ages? Doe Nabab and ab:bu 
prapoke and incenfe the Lord with range 1n- 


cenſe ; God punilheth them with frange fire. Levit-ro 1.3: 


- Are the /ſreelites not contented with the Lords 


feeding } hee maketh them leauc their carka(- Nu=6.11. 


ſes where they luſted after flelh.. Doe the 'peo- 
ple of /eraſalem offer Incenſe to the Hoaft of Hes. 
wenon the tops of their haufes ? ter.19.43. The Cal- 
deans ſhall come and fe fire on that Citir,andburne 
74 together with thoſe buſes, Chap. 22.29. Doe the 
CAmmonites ſacrifice their children t# MWolech 
their 1dell? themlclues are forced-19 paſſe rhroagh 
tbe Brick-kilne in all their Cities y'2:Semmel 12.31. 
Doth that cur-finger AdoxrbeFeb make him- 
ſelfe ſport with mangling the hands, and feere of 
captiue Kings? the Lord makerh him, when hee 
is takencapriue, to belhrew his fingers forit , by 
dippingthem in the (ame bloudy difh,andſeruing 
him with the ſame, fawce, _ t.. Doe the 
ſiifke-necked ewes crncifie: Chriſt ar the time of ' 
the preparation of their Paſſcoucr, Ir ſeemed good 
vato the moſt juſt God that Trims thould plant 
his ſiege before /eraſalem;; at the'time in which , 
the [ewes were allembled ro' celebrate thir Feaſt; 
in which ſicgehe alſo crucified diuers thouſands 
ofthem before the walls of ſers/a/em,as Toſephns 
repocteth; Doth the Whote'of\ Babyfon fer fire 
vato Gods faithfull wirneſſes?: What faith hee, 
who calicth himſclfe rhe fairbfall and true wits 
neſſe, Apec.3.14. Hee heh IS Saint Fobarhat 

« | 
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ſhe ſhall bee burnt with fire, Apoc.18.8. Doth lhee 
caſt che Saints of God aliue into the fire? ſhees 
her ſelfe ſhall bee caſt aline into a Lake of fire 
burning with Brimftone. Apoc.19.20. Doth Edward 
the Second, King of Exgleand., burne with the * 
vnnaturall luſts of Se dome? Gods juſtice ſuffereth 
his vnnaturall Subic&s to depriue him of his So- 
uereigntic, and to forcea hot burning Spit tho- 
row his fundament,into his cntrailes. Doth Henry 
the Second, King of Fraxce,proteſt thar with his 
 owneycs, hewill ſee a Proteſtant burnt to aſhes ? 
Sec how ina iuſt Rettiburio, ata Iuſt orTourney, 
the ſplinterof a Speare __ through the fohr 
of his Bcaucr,picrceth thorow his Eye, periſheth 
his Braine, and procureth his death. Doth Alex- 
anger the Sixt, Pope of Rome prepare a cup of 
Poyſon for his Cardinals , that by deſtroyin 
their perſons he might enioy whar they rollel* 
ſcd? himſelfe vnawares is made the firſt raſter, 
anddieth of his ownedreach. Doth bloudic Gar- 
dizer Bilhop of Wincheſter, deferre his Dinner 
vponagreedie and bloudie deſire of hearing cer- 
taine newes from Oxford of ſome Martyrs Dif- 
patch, , wherewithall he might make merry? God 
deferreth not long the kindling of a fire in his 
body, through theintolerable heate whereof he 
dicth miſcrably,as heliucd mercileſſely, Two o- 
ther examples I find. in the Aartyrologie of our 
Church, making miioly for the farther proofe 
(if farther proofes yer need) of my laſt propoſed 
doArine. -120F | 
I 
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I purpoſe to mention no more but thole, 
The firſt is of a certaine Smith who had ſeemed 
to haue beene ſometimes a zealous profeſſor, bur 
left his Sauiour to ſave his life, and forſooke the 
faith for feare of the fire, giuing no other an- 
ſwer toa meſſage brought him froma dying Mar- 
tyr, by which hee was cxhorted to conltancie, 
but this, That he could not burhez What became 
of him? He was afterwards burnt as he went in 
to laue his goods when his houſe was fired. 

The other example is of a moſt vnmercifnll 
Churlc, who willingly ſuffered a poore diſcaſed 
Chriſtian Brother , to lyc and dye in a ditch 
neere vnto his houſe, and would by no meanes 
ſuffer him to be ſheltred in any of his Barnes or 
Back+houſcs, Stalls or Styes. Maſter Fox com- 
parcth hint to Dizes ( and well he might)for as 
Dimes loued the Dogges which hee kept , more 
then Lazar#5, which lay at his gates; fed them, 
but cared not though he ſterued : ſo this wicked 
wretch would not afford ſo much as a Dogge- 
kennell to that diſtreſſed creature : Now marke 
the miſerable end of this Miſer, not long after, 
he was found in-a Ditch, not farre from that in 
which heleft his poore Brother, not only dead, 
but ſticking in the ſtinking puddle of the ditch, 
GOD. puniſhing him in the ſame kind , in 
which hetranſgreflſed, and returning his reward 
vpon his owne head , as the Prophet 0badiah 
ſpcaketh. 

Thus yce haue ſcene the-Lord meaſuring vnto 


Men 
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men according totheir owne meaſure, that hee 
may bememorably knowne by. the judgements. 
which heexccuteth. Yee hauc feenc him fallow- 
ing men cloſeby che heeles in cheirowne wayCs,. 
to [hcw in d.{pight of all cauils, that his wayes 
are equal, and his iudgements juſt, Yee haue 
ſcene the far Buls of Baſhan,bealtly and bloudie 
men, frying in their owne torments , like Perillus 
in his brazen Bull, that chey might know their 
tortures to be (as a Heathen ſpeaketh) 7adigns 
paſſis Antoribus diguifima, vaworthy ofthe Mar- 
tyrs who induredthem, worthy of the Authours 
who inuented them. 

It- is high .tume to wind vp' the threcd ' of my - 
ſpeech ina word of application. Doth the Lord 
then, viſually confound. ſinfull men in their owne 
psoicts,caft cherain their owne play, & asit were. 
pay them intheir own coine? Beware wethen rhac 
we willngly ſia. inno cafe, fith Gad can puniſh 
vs in the ſame kinde. If wee have frnncd, ler vs 
ſooneiudge our (clues, leaſt hee ſuddenly con- 
demune vs. Let-vs weepe. for ſorrow, and bluth 
for ſhame, leſt he make vs bleed ro death. 'O ler 
vs not proceed in {inne, leaſt we giue him a pat» 
terne by which he-may puniſh vs. 

In the ſecond place, let vs conſider how-wee 
haue dealt with God ," when wee:caſt- withiour 
(clues, and ſceme to wonder why he ſhould cthas 
and thus deale with vs: His iadgernentsare al- 
wayecs iuft, and ſometime wee may ſee theni. ma-- 

witcltly markedout vato vs, with the —_—_— 
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_- 


_ n. He ſuffering vs to pleaſcour ſelues 
| all ſinne, cill ir procureth aſpeciall 
S ent proportionable thereunto : as: 4ws- 


creon the Poet ſolong fell to his wine, till atlaſt 
he was choaked with thekernell of a Grape. 

Ler vs beloucd conferre Gods workes with 
ours and ſce how iuſtly he hathproceeded againſt 
vs in many inſtances, or may atleaſt, whenſocuer 
his abuſed patience fhall diſdaine any longer to 
lcauc our prouocations vnpuniſhed, | 

[f the corrupt Magiſtrate ſhall ſpare to execute 
Gods rudgement on notorious offenders, is it not 
juſt with God to powre downe judgements on 
his owne head? If hee deny patronage to: che in- 
nocem,depriuiug the Orphan of hisducand pur 
him by his g—_ what can hee expe butthat 
= Lord thould alſo pue him out of his prote- 

on ? L 34 
-- Ifthe facrilcgious perſon, and Symoniacall Pa- 
tron ſhall prey vpon God,by pilling his Church, 
ſhallhe nor pull downe Gods plagues vpon his 
owne houſe? | 

If the ſuperſtitious perſon ſhall adde vnto 
Gods Word out of mans inuentions ſhall not the 
Lord adde vnto him the plagues which are writ- 
ten in his Booke ? 

If the Swearer ſhall as it were teare the Name 
of God with his teerh; ſhall not the Lords curſe, 


enter into his houſe , rent the timber from the- 241. 


fones, and conſume bath together ? 


If werake away oughtby Extortions, and = 


(9) 
iuſt exsRions, and will not reſtote; 1 
in iuſtice depriue vs of his bleſſings , | 
ſtore them alſo? Se M4 

If wee ſhur our cares at the cry of the paarez 
wil not Godſhur his care at thecry of our. prayer? | 

If we ſceke to Ezypt for helpe, looke fob ſhelter 
from Idvlatrous affociares;. will not' the frtngih 
of ſuch Pharabbs be our ſhame, and1he truit in ſnck 
fhadowes onr confaſion.? Eſay 30.3+ B- 

Let wconfider theſe things beloued ; andisir | 
not tire to conſider them,now the Lord ſenderh 
his meflengers abroad to call. vs to an account. 
Shall wee fbut- our hearts alwayes againſt him, 
euch now when he is ready to: {hut our doores 
vponvs,-and ſcale them" vp-with his plagues, 
which waxe fo hote among-vs :of this Country, 
yea of this Coonte'? God forbid. . ._ - | 

T be Lord gine vs vnderſianding , and repentant 
hearts; tht Lord turne vs vnio him, and hu fauon- 
rable conntenanee towards vs : Fhe Lord receine_s 
our Prayers, heare our groaninies , ang helpe our 
griefes. &c. | 


| To the Reader. F 
: Nd thusGentle Remerg] bay communicared vnto thy view 


theſe precedent pape{@WlwhiSe' were , penned (for the moſt 
part) in great want of ume , 2 ag Ipe already aduertiſed. Yer 


are they ſent abroad, withour ac ing, —_—_— or a- 
may follow their Q« 4 


mending of any mareriall paflage; Yiagſo1 

riginall Copy, wbich(together with ako aft., nor yer publi- 
hed) found acceprance at the hands ofgur IRead and DeareSo- 
ueraigne. In reſpe& of whoſe gracious APe&, I haue chemare 
cauſe to/preſume of thy fauour, or (if that ay. not bee gbrayficd) 
thelcfic reaſon to cteeme thy Cenſure, Hd 


